
I t  would  have  been the  year  2050 in  the  o ld  wor ld  but  th is  is  the  f i rst  year  of  the
new age.  A  parad igm shi f t  has  occurred ,  changing  the  way of  human l i fe  on  Earth.
Revered  poets  and storyte l lers  around the  wor ld  use  words  and wordless  forms to
te l l  ep ic  stor ies  of  nature  with in  us ,  around us ,  of  the  stars  and beyond.  Chi ldren
l isten  to  the  wordless  counse l  of  the  wi ld.  A  great  storm comes upon us  and we do
not  fear.  I t  ta lks  to  us  and te l ls  us  what  to  do  and we l i s ten.

In  the  o ld  parad igm,  the  wisdom of  the  sp ir i t  was  deva lued,  and humans be l ieved
there  would  be  no  end of  increas ing  the ir  comfort  and contro l  of  the  e lements.
That  t ime brought  with  i t  vast  knowledge  and equal ly  great  greed  and the  two
fought  a  terr ib le  batt le  –  and whi lst  i t  i s  que l led ,  the  seeds  remain ,  for  what  is
needed  is  embedded in  us  as  i t  may be  needed  aga in  to  temper  another  future.  

The  sp ir i tua l  d imension g ives  us  eyes  to  see  and hear  and a  heart  that  understands
the  s i l ence  and st i l l ;  we  know of  the  great  growing  that  is  happening  in  the  Earth ,
in  the  waters ,  in  the  sk ies  and beyond.  The  ep ic  stor ies  gu ide  us  through the
myster ious.  They  he lp  us  form the  va lues  of  the  land  that  is  governed  in
co l laborat ion  for  the  greater  good of  a l l  on  Earth  and where  each  has  a  ro le .
Mother  Earth  has  huge  burdens  to  bear  to  hea l  and  grow and we must  p lay  our
part .  We have  a l l  we  need  to  undertake  the  task  i f  we  are  open and i f  we  l i s ten  and
observe.

We use  the  too ls  of  economics  and technology  with  care  to  he lp  l i fe  on  Earth.  We
learn  from sc ience  and phi losophy.  We learn  a lso  f rom understanding  that  is
wordless  and unseen through other  ways  of  knowing,  f rom communing  with  nature ,
and in  sp ir i tua l  rea lms.

Our  c i t ies  are  greener  than any  c i t ies  have  ever  been  and th is  has  enabled  our
sensory  ab i l i t i es  and awareness  to  b lossom. We l ive  in  intergenerat iona l
communit ies  and have  learnt  that  th is  makes  for  the  greatest  insurance  and
wel lbe ing  of  a l l .  Communit ies  know that  each  person has  a  ro le  to  p lay  and that
the  independence  of  the  ind iv idua l  i s  weakness  compared  to  the  interdependence  of
communit ies  both  human and non-human – l ike  a  f lock  of  b i rds  that  cover
imposs ib le  d istances  together  but  would  per ish  i f  they  had  to  attempt  th is  on  the ir
own.  We l i s ten  and learn  from other  sent ient  be ings  and beyond,  and are  amazed at
the  r ichness  of  d imensions  that  th is  opens.

Not  a l l  the  stor ies  are  peacefu l ,  just  as  not  a l l  the  Earth  is  peacefu l .  There  are
vo lcanoes  and other  destruct ive  e lements  amidst  the  most  beaut i fu l  o f  p laces  a l l  as
part  of  a  greater  whole.  The  ug l iness  of  humans demanding  unacceptable  and
unsusta inable  standards  had  dr iven  mi l l ions  to  unt imely  deaths  in  the  urban
workforces  and in  creat ing  wars  around the  wor ld.  These  lessons  must  never  be
forgotten  and there  are  stor ies  in  p lace  so  we  do  not  forget .  But  there  were  stor ies
in  p lace  before…

The last  100 years  has  seen  the  changing  of  parad igms.  What  is  a  parad igm? I t  i s
but  a  thought  that  has  gone  v i ra l .  Everyth ing  has  changed and noth ing  has
changed.  L i fe  goes  on.  We are  but  b i ts  of  stardust  –  and yet  –  together  with  a l l  on
Earth  and in  the  universe  beyond,  we  are  part  of  a  magni f icent  journey  that  is
rea l ly  beyond our  imagin ing.
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